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Highlights from the August 16 Special Called Meeting

August 16, 2021

Updated Health & Safety Guidelines & Expectations Based on Delta
The Board of Education approved the following recommendations:

● For initial surveillance testing: All OCS employees shall be tested for COVID-19 
regardless of vaccination status following procedures established by the NC 
Department of Health and Human Services contracted vendor.  Exceptions would 
apply for employees who have been diagnosed positive for COVID-19 within the 
previous 90 days.

● All OCS employees shall report vaccination status to the school district Human 
Capital (Resources) Department. 

● All unvaccinated OCS employees must be available for weekly COVID-19 testing 
from the contracted state vendor.  

● Once COVID-19 vaccines are listed as FDA approved and no longer operational 
under the Emergency Use Authorization-EAU, all employees shall be required to 
become vaccinated within 30 days of being notified of this requirement unless the 
employee has an approved accommodation on file with the Human Capital 
(Resources) Department.

● Unless informed otherwise, in the event of a school closure for students, all 
employees shall be expected to report to their assigned location or take approved 
leave.   (This provision does not apply to contracted employees or substitutes unless 
directed to report based on needs of the school or district.)

● All in-state school field trips with destinations outside of Orange County including 
athletics and extracurricular events will be considered  based on the health and 
community transmission rates for COVID-19. Additional travel restrictions may be 
imposed by the Superintendent as necessary.

● All work-related out-of-state travel for school employees is suspended. As 
conditions evolve, administration may consider limiting in-state travel if warranted 
outside of Orange County based on the health and community transmission rates 
for COVID-19. 

● The Board authorizes the Superintendent to consult with the provided state 
contractor to develop a plan for COVID-19 testing in all schools.  

Continued Opportunities for Stakeholder Feedback

Staff Information Session - August 18, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. - link sent to OCS email

Family & Student Information Session - August 18, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. - LINK

● Participants can use the chat feature to submit questions
● All Q & A will be shared
● Sessions will be recorded and shared

Written feedback will be accepted through Tuesday, August 17 at 5:00 p.m. 

● Link is available on OCS website on “Board” page www.rebrand.ly/ocscomment 

https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/domain/38
https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/domain/38
http://www.rebrand.ly/ocscomment
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Fall Athletics & Extracurricular Activities

The Board of Education approved the following mitigation strategies for all students, coaches, 
and employees who directly support athletics, cheerleading, club sports, chorus, marching band, 
or theater that occur outside the regular school day.  This does not include students who are 
required to perform outside of the school day as a class requirement. 

● COVID Testing: Students who participate in fall extracurricular activities (athletics, cheerleading, 

club sports, chorus, marching band, or theater that occur outside the regular school day) and OCS 
staff members who support fall extracurricular activities will be required to take a COVID test 
twice a week if they do not provide proof of their COVID vaccination status.

● COVID Vaccine Clinics: OCS will continue to offer COVID vaccination clinics at schools.

Reminder of Dates 🗓
● School Starts for Students - August 23  (Hillsborough Elementary started July 15)

● Next School Board Meeting - August 23 (Closed Session - 5:30 p.m. Open Session - 6:30 p.m.)

● COVID Vaccine Clinic - September 2 at Cedar Ridge from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

“Dr. Felder, I want to thank you and your staff for the proactive 
communication about this meeting, the clear recommendations, 

having already set up two information sessions for our community 
and our students. I think this is really great communication and I am 

very appreciative to you and staff for it.”

Hillary MacKenzie, Board Chair

Guest Presenters
The following presenters provided updates and answered questions from the Board regarding the 
COVID vaccine and recommendations to proceed with fall athletics and some extracurricular activities 
(slides 8-17).
● Dr. Danny Benjamin, Co-chair, ABC Science Collaborative, Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics, Duke University 

School of Medicine

● Dr. Jason Weber, UNC School of Medicine, Professor, Department of Epidemiology; Distinguished Professor of 

Medicine &  Pediatrics, UNC School of Medicine, Associate Chief Medical Officer, UNC Medical Center, Medical Director, 
Department of Infection Prevention, UNC Medical Center

https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/cms/lib/NC50000429/Centricity/Domain/38/Aug%2016%20English%20Slides.pdf

